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MIDDLE EAST

Israel Deports Palestinian-French Lawyer

Despite Condemnations

Paris and human-rights groups say sending Jerusalem-born Salah Hammouri to France violates

international law

By Dov Lieber Following  , Fatima AbdulKarim and Aaron Boxerman

Dec. 18, 2022 10:33 am ET
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EAST JERUSALEM—Israel deported Salah Hammouri, a Palestinian-French lawyer, to

France on Sunday, marking the first time Israel has relied on a recent law that permits

revoking the residency status of Palestinians in East Jerusalem for a “breach of allegiance”

to the state.

France condemned the deportation and called it illegal under international law. 

France’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said it told Israeli authorities of its opposition “to this

expulsion of a Palestinian resident of East Jerusalem, an occupied territory within the

meaning of the Fourth Geneva Convention.”

Salah Hammouri arriving in Paris after his extradition.
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Mr. Hammouri, who was born in East Jerusalem but has French citizenship from his

French mother, was arrested in March by Israeli authorities alleging ties to the Popular

Front for the Liberation of Palestine, a group considered a terrorist organization by Israel

and the U.S. Mr. Hammouri denies the allegations.

Mr. Hammouri’s lawyers say he was never formally charged with a crime in the case that led

to the revocation of his residency status. Instead, his lawyers say he was placed under

administrative detention, which allows authorities to hold him for prolonged periods

without charges based on secret evidence that isn’t shown to Mr. Hammouri or his lawyers.

Mr. Hammouri’s lawyers say the Israeli Interior Ministry told them he was being deported

because of “a breach of allegiance,” which was made possible after the passage of a 2018

law. 

The Interior Ministry didn’t respond to requests for comment. 

The 2018 law clearly defined on what basis Israel could strip Palestinian East Jerusalemites

of their residency status after Israel’s Supreme Court had overturned previous decisions. 

Ayelet Shaked, Israel’s departing interior minister, called the deportation of Mr. Hammouri

a “great achievement” that “advances the fight against terrorism.” She said she hopes

Israel’s next government, slated to come into power in the coming days, will continue this

policy “and expel terrorists from Israel.” 

Human-rights groups have argued that Mr. Hammouri’s deportation violates the Fourth

Geneva Convention, which prohibits the deportation of civilians from occupied territory.

Israel captured East Jerusalem from Jordan in the 1967 war and later annexed it. The

United Nations and the international community still consider the territory to be occupied,

although Israel disputes this.

Mr. Hammouri previously was jailed from 2005 to 2011 for his role in a plan to assassinate

one of Israel’s chief rabbis and being a member of the PFLP. Mr. Hammouri’s lawyer, Lea

Tsemel, said he acknowledges having been a member of a PFLP-affiliated youth group and

was sympathetic to its ideology, but wasn’t a member.

He was released from Israeli detention in a prisoner swap between Israel and the militant

group Hamas, which is also considered a terrorist organization by Israel and the U.S.
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Israel has revoked the residency status of around 15,000 Palestinian residents of East

Jerusalem since 1967, largely for violating a policy that prohibits them from applying for or

obtaining a foreign citizenship or temporary or permanent residency abroad. But Mr.

Hammouri’s case is unique because it is the first time residency status has been revoked by

relying on the recently passed law, said Adi Lustigman, Adi a lawyer representing the Israeli

human-rights group Hamoked, which is challenging the law. 

International and local human-rights groups say they worry his case will set a precedent for

other Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem with a foreign nationality who could be

deported under similar charges. 

Ms. Lustigman said Mr. Hammouri was never given a chance to challenge the application of

the 2018 law to his case. She said the key issue with the law is that it allows the state to

unilaterally use the revocation of residency status as a punishment, rather than relying on

the criminal code used to prosecute Israeli citizens.

“Security allegations [against East Jerusalemites] should be handled in court and according

to the criminal code,” she said. 

The case highlights the complex status of Palestinian residents of Israeli-annexed East

Jerusalem, who make up around 40% of the city’s nearly one million people. The vast

majority of Palestinian East Jerusalemites don’t have Israeli citizenship and don’t have the

same protection under the law as Israelis despite being born in Israel.

Palestinian residents of Jerusalem can apply for Israeli citizenship—the process is arduous,

and Israeli security services have a veto on applications—though only about 5% of them

have it. They can travel freely in Israel and have access to government healthcare and social

security. They cannot vote in national elections but can vote in Jerusalem’s municipal

elections. However, most boycott elections. 
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